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WORKING DEFINITIONS FOR THE 
KEY TERMINOLOGY USED 
- PLACE 
"Place" as explained in other sources, refers to specific meanings in 
varying degrees, between personal space and cosmos. In this study 
"place" does not represent all these connotations. It only appears from 
individual to communal or from house to outside. As it appear in the 
study, it represent ones house as the individual place and village or 
neighborhood as the communal place. 
Also it appear as individuals or societies; psychological, social, or 
physical attribute to a locality. Under this conception, "place" become 
the spatial experience of a specific location including ones memories 
and kind of attachments to it. 
Also it uses as a concept which occur changes and modifies 
according to inhabitants lives and lifestyles, at any moment. Though 
the concept of place is multifaceted, here it refers only to socio-spatial 
attributes of a place. 
• PLACE MAKING 
Act of place making has given a major emphasis in this study. Place 
making have to re-place, re-form and re-align the lost places of 
people. Here it does not mean providing only the physical aspect, also 
it is considered the way, place making should fulfill the social and 
psychological meanings of a place. Place making has meant only 
providing the socio-spatial attributes and associated physical 
psychological factors. 
IV 
In this process, former relationships have to be re-collected and re­
established. Also it is considered, that the act of place making initiates 
from ones dwelling up to communal level. 
- DISPLACEMENT 
In this study; "Displacement" has recognized as the act of "loosing 
one's place" which he refers to. It losses not only the physical attribute, 
but also the socio-spatial attribute and past experiences and 
memories. 
The process of which results, the loss of place is known, as 
displacement. It is the act that, make someone placeless, in a disaster 
situation. This act of displacement is two fold. Firstly, the displacement 
from one location to another, and secondly, displacement within the 
same location. This kind of internal displacement from one location to 
another results people/communities that internally displaced. 
- PLACELESSNESS 
Ultimate result of displacement is known as placelessness. Placelessness 
refers to an occasion which all its socio-spatial relationships and 
references for places being lost. 
- INTERNAL CIVIL CONFLICT/ CIVIL WAR 
With reference to the study, the ethnic conflict between Tamils and 
Sinhalese has created a regional war situation in Northern Sri Lanka. So 
this Ethnic Conflict is known as a Civil War or an Internal Civil Conflict. 
FOCUS GROUPS 
For case studies, two communal groups to be selected from each 
village, as randomly selected samples, which includes all social layers 
(Men, Women, Elderly, Children). These target groups are known as 
focus groups. Idea of focus groups is to get a cross section of all social 
layers, which represents the whole society. 
VI 
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P R E A M B L E 
Over m a n y thousands of years, h u m a n societ ies h a v e t a c k l e d the 
bas ic problem of providing shelter in a w i d e variety of ways , a d a p t i n g 
to the natural env ironment a n d making use of the materials it provides 
for the construction (or adapta t ion ) of shel tered s p a c e . The most bas ic 
mot ive for building has b e e n to provide shelter for a def ined Kinship 
group, often within a clearly marked, p r o t e c t e d a r e a . 
The shelter a lways h a d t w o purposes. That is qualitative a s p e c t a n d the 
quantitat ive a s p e c t s , of a shelter. Privacy, Identity, Territoriality a n d 
S e n s e of b e l o n g i n g n e s s are c o n s i d e r e d as s o m e of those qualitative 
a s p e c t s of a shelter. The m e a n i n g of shelter varies from, the single 
housing unit to a s e t t l ement which is the manifestation of self to 
c o m m u n i t y level . 
As a result of social hierarchies, cultural beliefs, a n d e c o n o m i c a n d 
political aspirations, such communit ies be ing s e g r e g a t e d a n d that has 
resulted in so m a n y se t t l ement patterns within o n e c o m m u n i t y itself. 
The se t t l ement patterns exist, a s a result of s o c i o - s p a t i a l organizations 
which c o - e x i s t e d within a society, a n d to establish o n e ' s react ion to a 
s p e c i f i c p l a c e , which o n e refers to . When s o m e o n e b e c o m e p l a c e or 
locat ion specific, h e has to b e in a t w o - w a y conversat ion with the 
particular p l a c e , in order to m a k e his roots to that p l a c e . 
Human, p l a c e relationships carry o p p o r t u n i t i e s as well as t h r e a t s to its 
inhabitants, which s o m e m a y b e a v o i d a b l e or u n a v o i d a b l e . 
Opportunities, n o doubt , m a y result for the upliftment of a society . But 
threats would c o m e in the guise of natural a n d m a n - m a d e disasters, 
which c a u s e numerous harm to the society. 
Most instances "displacement" be ing the ultimate result of a disaster, it 
uproots p e o p l e from their original p l a c e s , with s e v e r e physical, social 
a n d psycho log ica l losses, which m a y reflect throughout m a n y 
generat ions . This losses, the very c o m m u n a l b a s e of a soc ie ty a n d 
m a k e t h e m p lace l e s s . Even though, t h e s e threats d o e s o c c u r c h a n g e s , 
long term or short term, in t h e society, but the soc ie ty has to exist s o m e 
how, s o m e w h e r e in the world. Also life has to b e c o n t i n u e d . To k e e p 
this process in motion p e o p l e "re-built" a n d "re-place" t h e m s e l v e s 
either in the s a m e locality or in a nearby a r e a . By do ing so, p e o p l e 
general ly "re-allgn" t h e m s e l v e s for the cont inuous process of p l a c e 
making. 
Nevertheless , the a c t of p l a c e making m a y h a p p e n , b a s e d on social , 
cultural, political a n d e c o n o m i c a l a s p e c t s , in varying d e g r e e s . To 
understand t h e s e varying a s p e c t s , o n e has to h a v e a d e e p e r 
understanding a n d e x p e r i e n c e regarding certain characteristics of a 
particular society. 
This study thus, unravels the spatial e x p e r i e n c e s of the communi ty , in 
their re-making or re-forming of p l a c e s , after be ing suddenly d i s p l a c e d 
by different disaster situations. 
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